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Gao'An City, Jiangxi

Gao'An City is bocate d in Moxth-West Jianged Province,
approximately 50 miles from Manchang. Gao'An City
contains 21 tovms, with the city-center being Yonyang
Towvan, vhere the orphanage is located. Gao'An hasa
population of 787 000 people.

Primary indnstries inclnde coal, lnmber, porcelain, and
farming (wheat, rice, rape seed).

Points of interest inclnde the Tnan Mountaim Temple |
Daguan Tower, and the Central Culture Sguare. Fifteen
days after Chinese Mew Years is the "Lantern Festival”,

one of Gao'An's most important celebrations.

Gao'An City is snoounded by many old-style villages
with tmditional "Ming Qing” rooflines and architecture.
‘These villages offer a walk back in time , with many
families hiving in multi-generational arrangements,
untilizing primitive farm impls ments.

“Gioing to Marlet"




Gao'An's first orphanage facility was built in 1984, It had five
babyrooms, all lacated on the battom flaor. The second floor moms were
offices for the directorand staff. It was nsed natil September 1997 It
has recently been sold and will protatls be torn down scomn.

Ms. Jia Ling Zhu (1), director from 1985-2000, stands in front of
the first orphanage gate with ¥n ¥ino Chun, who served as
orphanage mcconntant and faoster mother




Gao'An Foster Families

Foster familiss have plaved an im portant rols in the Gao'An adoption program. From 1994-1997, the
orphanage had "in-honse" foster mothers -- nanni=s who toolk the children home with them sach night In
1998, the orphanage began to hire local women as foster mothers, initially pawing them 200 wnan per month.
This was inereased gradunally, so that eurrently foster m others are paid 480 vnan permonth. Most foster
mothers live in smallhomes and care for two orthree children at a tim e

As one watchs the foster mothersdo their lanadry at the nearby river, or bathe their fster chiliren in small
wash basinz, it izapparsnt that their lives ars verv simpls. But one alss recognizes the love they have Sur
their foster children.




Gao'An's foster families are simple people
-- most live is small homes close to the

old orphanage orin a farm ing willage near
Gao'An. Thew are paid abont 480 7nan per
month, and most foster mere than one
child at a tim e

A tvpical faster familr home has alarge
entry rom, where the familw entertains
and eats their meals OF of each side is
nsually a bedroom, and a ldtchen in the
back Allofthe rooms are small

Foster children nsnalby sleap in a "Jiangsd Crib,"
alarge slat-wood erib on donble rocloers. These
are vigeronsly roclked at nap time, and the babs
is wrapped in large, soft blanlets. Most foster
children sleep with the fostermother inher
bedreom, maldng eare at night easier.




Gao'An Facility 1997-2007

In September 1997, the Gao'An orphanage moved into their new facility, located across the sguare from

the old facility. This facility contained 24 baby room s and em ployed eight nannies to care for the fifty or

o children The baby room = were located on the second floor of the facility, with the bottom floor nsed for
Elderks care.



















